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Tangse and the National Ritual System in the Qing Dynasty

Yeh, Kao-shu

Professor, Department of History, National Taiwan Normal University

The Tangse rituals of the Qing Dynasty, which originated from
Shamanism of the Jurchen people, gradually became more complex as the
regime developed, and combined with the ceremonies inherited from the
Ming Dynasty, became part of the state’s sacrificial rituals. It is generally
believed that the Manzhou Jishen Jitian Dianli is a ritual book belonging
to Shamanism of the Qing imperial family, and most of the existing
studies also categorize the Tangse rituals as palace activities. In fact, both
the regular annual rituals starting with New Year’s Day and the military
ceremonies held in connection with expeditions and triumphs were
closely integrated with the national ceremonial system. Although the Qing
emperors repeatedly emphasized that Tangse rituals were a Manchurian
tradition, they were in fact part of a process of ritual institution-building.
Therefore, this paper analyzes the history of Tangse as a part of the
national ritual system in terms of the changes in its sacrificial rituals and
its interface with the Han rituals, in order to present the characteristics of
the political culture of the Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: Tangse, Shamanism, Manchu traditions, Manzhou Jishen Jitian

Dianli



.54.

#

<k




